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NAXALITE MOVEMENT- CHALLENGE FOR INDIA )

rof. Sandhya J. Mane
Dept of Political Science
Chandrabai Shantappa Shendure
College Hupari, Kolhapur.

The term “Naxal” derives from the name of the village Naxalabari in West Bengal,
where the Movement has its origin, Naxalltes are considered far-left radical
communists, supportive of Maoist Political sentiment and ideology. Their origin can be
traced to the spilt in 1967 of the communist party of India, leading to the formatlon of
the Communist Party in India. Initially the movement had its centre in West Bengal.
Later it spread into less developed areas of rurdl southern and eastern India such
Chattisgrah, Oddisa, Andrapradesh. : ’

Around 1971 the Naxalistes gained a strong presence among the radical sections
of the student Movement in Culcutta. Students left the School and joined the Naxalites.
Charu Majumdar who initiated in this declared an “"annihilation Ling” dictum that
Naxalites should assassinate individual Class enenties (such as landlords, businessmen,
Politicians, Police officers of the right and left, others) »

During the 1970’s the Movement was fragmented inlo disputing factions. By
1980 it was estimated that around 30 Naxalite éruups were active with a combined
membership of 30,000.
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