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" Challenges before Agriculture Sector

all Major challenges faced by the agricultural sector in India relate to the following aspects.
B
"8 1) No proper management of Irrigation

6) Source of Raw M aterial
Agriculture has been the source of raw materials
sugar, tobacco, edible ang non-edible oils etc. All these

Oﬂlcrslikcp!mmqingofﬁmts and v PN
cgetables, dal milling, rice husk: i
for their raw materia], 1 neehusking, gud making also depend op 5

d Irrigation in India can be broadly classified into two parts. Each having different issues. There area
inajot problems with surface irrigation. Irrigation facilities are inadequate and there is no effective system
to the leading industries like cotton ang jute textij management for how much water s stored, how much is used for irrigation. Consequently, farmers depend on
dwdimuy on agriculture. Apart from this, mag ifall, specifically the Monsoon season. A good monsoon results in robust growth for the economy as a
i ho le, while .a poor monsoon leads to sluggish® growth. With groundwater, the major problem is of equity.

“' 2) Dependence of Agriculture on Weather

gricult

7) Importance in Transport

Agricultureis the ma; @ Agriculture in India and many ather developing countries depends on the monsoan because irmgation
main suppart ilwavs hict : .
from farm to the mandics and f; e oA fransport bulk ofagricultury) prod acilities are not fully developed. If the monsoon fails or itrains heavily or untimely, it ruins agricultural production.
act emal trade o
the g 1 ook {smostly in agricultural products. Besides, the finance culture isalso 4 gamble with temperature. Too high atemperature negatively affects the productivity of a
B0V also, o the large extent, depends upo the Prosperity of agricultural secq
or.

. The present insurance system in India does not catermuch for any loss of crop due to unfavourable and
avoidable climatic conditions or pest epidemics. Small fammers who have taken loans to raise crops fall into
Dicavy debt in such situations and if this continues, the poor farmer may. starve and sometimes even commits
de as reported in Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh.

3) Policies leads to slow Agricultural Growth

‘ portant place in the country’s o cordi
estimate, agricultury] commodities ‘ I S

like jute, t il- .

for about 18 per cent of 1 e total value (:fc:'p::::’"" ’::‘""‘S. SPices, raw cotton, tea and coffee accounty
’9) Vast Employment Opportunities - Slow agricultural growth is a matter of concemn as most of India’s population is dependent on rural

- employment fora living, Current agricultural practices arc neither economically nor environmentally sustainable

1;,' India’s yields for many agricultural commoditics are low. Poorly maintained irrigation systems and lack of

4 - extension services are among the factors responsible.

4) Poor Socio-Economic condition of Farmers

10) Overan Economic Developm

[n the course of economic ¢

the level of the national income ynd
11) Source ol S-ving

ent:
ey

s Witeracy, the root cause of: furmers’ poor sociocconomic condition, should be tackled vi gorously.

Though the government is taking theinitiative by adopting policies like universal education, ahighly centralized
}Muuum:y with low accountability and inefficient use of: public funds limits their impact on poverty. Lack of
‘ ~ technical knowledge and awareness are also responsible for low productivity, adding to the problem of

12) Source of Governmcnl inca

In India, many state governmen
Agricultural income tax._jrri some other types of taxes are bein,
Lovernments,

me | poverty among farmers. Proper causes are the slow progress in implementing land reforms, inadequate or
; : 'igcﬂicimt finance and marketing services for farm produce and inconsistent govemment policy. A gricultural
Subsidies and taxes often change without notice for short-term political ends.

5) Inadequate infrastructure & Low Investment

The developmentof cul " India has inadequate infrastructure and services because of low investment. Farming equipment and
Ofagneulture provides necessary capital for the dey _ [ in
, 'mnsport and forcign trade. elopment of other sectors likeindusory fastructure

L the farmers ¢

13) Basis of Economic Development

arescarce outside the provinces of Punjab and Haryana. Because many of the farms are small,
annot afford frrigation systems that would ;il'rwc productivity. Most big farms are family-
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scale economies

Wwomen must be integrated into the development efort, s, that they also contribute to the removyy
7) The averagesize of Land Holdings is smay)

8) Use of chhnology is inadequate
Adoption of modem agricultury] practices and use of technology is nadequate, hampered by ignorance,

9) The Future Prospects :J Indian Agriculture
Theinclusive agricultural

research institutions, states department of agriculture & farmers associations should aim ay ncreasing the
productivity potential of' the soil by plying adequate attention to the chemistry & physics of sails, Dry farming
areas should receive special attention,

2) Irrigation Wulchupply Augmentation & Demand Management: A ) existing \.vclls & ponds
should be renovated. Seawater farming should be prompted in coastal areas through the cultivation of

nangroves, sahicornia, casuarinas & appropriate halophytic plants. Control & proper method of irrigation in
152 1
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ganal & tank command areas. Repair & maintain the traditional system of water harvesting & recharge of

> water demand management through improved irrigation practices, including sprinkler & drip irrigation

should receive priority attention, There should be giving the training to farmers of water management,

.. 3) Credit & Insurance: The difference between lending & deposit interest rate is highin India by

untemational standards interest mte should be reduced. On account of droughts & floods & the high interest

arm loans,, the farmers become defaulters & thus the credit system pusses them out of its network. To

‘éatuml calamities, the central & state governments must step into create an agricultural risk fund to

derelief.

4) Technology: Agriculture scientist should state the performance ofnew varicties & technologies in

ns of net income per hectare & not justin terms of yield per hectare,

~ 5)Marketing reforms: Market reforms should begin with production planning’s, so that every link

cultivation — consumption — commerce chain receives adequate & timely attention. The number of

itddle mans should be reduced.

6) The use of bio-fertilizers has to be expanded: The productivit yofagriculture is less than other

“countries because India has very low use of bio-fertilizers. Agriculture sector have need to increase use of

biofertilzers for improving productivity & to attain sustainable agricultural development.

- Conclusion

vl : Agricultureis a wayoflife, atradition, which, for centuries, has shaped the thought, the outlook, the

A éulll.lrc and the cconomic life of the people of India. Agriculture, therefore, is and will continue to be central to
all strategies for planned socio-economic development of the country. Rapid growth of agriculture is essential

- Botonly to achieve self-reliance at national level but also for household food security and to bring about equity
indistribution of income and wealth resulting in rapid reduction in poverty levels. Indian agriculture has, since
lndcpmdmcc, mude mapid strides. In taking the annual food gruins production from 51 million tonnes in carly
fifties 0 206 million tornes at the tum of the century, it has contributed significantly in achieving self- sufficiency
in food and in avoiding food shortages. Over 200 million Indian farmers and farm workers have been the
backbone of India's ugriculture, Despite having achicved national food security the well being of the farming

Agrarian economy which ensures food and nutrition to India’s billion people, raw materials for its expanding
industrial base and surpluses for exports, and a fair and equitable reward system for the farming community
for the services they provide to the socicty, will be the mainstay of reforms in the agriculture sector. Growth in
the farm sector has slowed since the carly 19905, a development that is viewed as a constraint to sustaining
high rates of overall economic growth, and (o achieving regional and rural-urban balance in economic gains,

Since productivity levels of most crops are below world averages and India has a rich agricultural resource

[53]
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Owned base in terms of climate, sols, Water, and labor, India is likely capable of sustainin
Output ¢ output and current plans target 4-percent growth
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