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. GENDER EQUALITY AND JUSTICE: A CRITIQUE
Mr. Santosh L Barale °
Assistant Professor, Dept. of E¢onomics,
Chandrabai-Shantappa Shendure College, Hupari -

Introduction : ,
Gender inequality is scnsitive and persistent problem, especially in developing
i © prisciple of gender oquatity Is soshrined in the Constiution in i

5o - -

, : th

.. Wit’hi‘nﬁ‘lé framework of a democratic pd’lify,
our laws, development policies, plans and programmes have aimed at women’s advancement
in different spheres. In the last phase of twentieth century it has been a marked shift in the
approach to women’s issues from welfare to development. Women are looking at their new
pe'rson'ality"and trying to understand its dimensions. This empowerment of women will no
doubt consolidate the- society and it will ,"Zéstablis'h"‘ the “gender equality expected: in the

| constitution. ‘This is poSitivg-‘aspccf= of gender equality. However, in practice thi's'equalit’y, it

seems, it is hijacked by the male: The present research paper will critically review the gender *
ind s jus fie in the present era and will provide some suggestions in this o

b o e -w
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{0 adopt measures in favour of wome

equality and social ju
direction. -
‘Background of the study: . o S ,
* The issue of the gender discrimination- created pressure on gender justice in every

field of life after the last decades of twentisth céntury. This positive seen naturally brought
new-dimension to the personality of women. Government launched number of programmes
and éctivitieS’"for’ the gender equality. This 'éttitudeAWidély"aCCEp'fcd.‘by the NGQ»?‘S'» as well as
in private organizations. This all contributed to the empowerment of the women. In the light
of this development, present study willj‘expibre,"the“vario_u’s" dimensions of gender equality in

 the context'of justice'in India. -~
L Tocritically study gender equality in India - T
2. To comment on the gender inequality =~ -~

Reseax‘éhtMéthd‘f " o L ' L
 The present study follows critical and analytical rethod as well as secondary data.
Constitutional and legal Provision for Gender Equality in India: o
~* In the ancient period the status of wormen was equal. to ‘men, in medieval period it
 greatly deteriorated. In the nineteenth century, due to the pressuré of social reforms the status -
of women ‘brought to the ’vndt‘icc’ of society. In the renaissance ' p’c’riodf ie. bégihning’ 20t
century the rational thought influenced the total life and it brought the women on the
forefront of all scctions of life. This is real beginning of gender justice. Today women are
seen on the ail the prestigious positions, its roots are in the work of reformers in nineteenth
and twentieth century and especially in the constitution of India. o
» The constitution of India not only guarantees equality to women but also empowers
the State to adopt measures for betterment of women. The principle of gender equality is
enshrinc'd in the Indian Constitution in its nreamble, fundamental riohts . Frindamsntal dotac
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reievance and enhance the emmov“hz-rtv

Ravindran G in his research Paper suggests, focusing on the contribution made by

o
women workforee to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)Y of India. He conclud fes, on the basis

of the size of women work foree, that they contribute 23.4 % of tha UDP in the informal
sector and 16.2 % in the formal scctor in 2004- 2005 mtl‘ their overali GDP contribution
being 19.8 %.
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wormern. No doubt this 1S a positive plcfure buL at the same time large mass of women is still
struggling to bring them i in this new- course econ_omtc dcve!o‘pmcnt; ’
Gender Equality and Education:

Women's education is c*(trc'nely important. It is their l1uman right and required for t‘lc
ﬂounshmg of many of their capacities. For long peried women were kept away from not only
education but all their ri ights also. But the Social Movements the ninetieth and twentieth
century brought new changes in the society. Specially, Savitribai and Mahatma Phule,
Maharshz Dkondo Keshay Karve had taken great-efforts for women educanon. ‘

In recent times, it is, howcvcr, noticed that most- programmes for- education of girls
‘and women in'India have remforced Gender roles. Empowerment of women is closely related
to formal and informal s sources of education. Education improved self efficiency and esteem,
Many innovative efforts are accelerated aﬁer the NPE. Kanya Vidya Dhan, free uniforms,

mld-day meal; and- school attached créche; mothers meetings have all had positive results

There is marked lmprovement in girls’ enrollment and steady decline in_ drouout rates,

Enroliment of girls at primary level and upper primary level mcreased over the years. Data -

also 'shows that the number of garls in school i in the age group of 5<14 years increased 79.6
percent in 200405 to 87.7 percent m 2009-10. Slmllarly, ‘the number of g1rls in-the

educatlona.l system in the 15-19- years age group mcreased 40.3 percent to 54. 6 perc:ent and

the age group 20-24 years from 7.6 percent 0 12.8 percent over the same penod

Though there are ‘statistically positive trends, some studles show that pnvxlegeu
spaces in classrooms are occupied by boys. Girls are rarely addressed by their names.
Govemment’s new pollcy of educatlon has cpened new avenues for the gender equality.
Women are seen in various fields of education, Due to education women realized self respect,
self esteem and self identxty But the other sxdc is that the partlc.patmn of women in higher
education is very meager. ‘ :
Gender Equality and Polltlcal Part:c:pahon'

Wome'ls political participation has been considered a major measure of women's
empowetment In histories of the world we have records of Very few regeats, soverelons, and

active agents in nobility who were women. In the last century more women heads of state
‘could be counted in Asia as compared to Europe and the struggie for women suffrage in India.

was physically less vzolent but this is not reflective of greater acceptance of women in
decision-making in public Spaces. To measure wonien’s empowerment, three indicators is

- Soacial Issue 1< March “9n01@ R,

From the last decade of twentieth century it is seen that participation of woinen in
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